The lands
of Udine

Dominated by a hill and an impressive castle, Udine combines
elegant architecture with the warm, rustic atmosphere of its osterie.
A city packed with art and culture, home to traditional celebrations
and international events.

Udine, art and good living
dine is an elegant and lively city, where sophisticated architecture exists side-byside with rustic taverns (the osterie), with art-packed museums, churches and
palazzos, and a culture brought to life by far-reaching events, dedicated to films,
literature and gastronomy. This is the place for experiencing authentic Friulian life.
The local DNA has been written by many different peoples, and this wealth is expressed
in language, gastronomy, in the traditional processing of stone, wood and precious metals,
and in ancient religious celebrations. Udine is dominated by a castle that overlooks the
red and brown roofs of the whole city. The view from the hill on which the castle stands
extends to the gently rolling hills, which make way for the ravishing panorama of the
Prealps and Alps a little further to the north. The city’s art also embraces different eras
and genres. The most famous of Udine’s great artists is Giambattista Tiepolo: one of
the greatest European masters of the 18th century, who demonstrated the
power of his painterly skill in Udine. The city also plays host to countless
concerts, theatre performances and all kinds of events. It is always ready
to celebrate, with a crowded calendar of outdoor events, including Friuli
Doc, a four-day marathon during which visitors can sample wine and
food specialities from all over the Friuli Venezia Giulia Region. Moreover,
you cannot leave Udine without trying the excellent local wines at one of
the countless osterie dotted around the old town, where the local people
meet to relax and enjoy life.
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Udine

Thousands of historical treasures just waiting to be discovered
in “the most beautiful Venetian square on the mainland”, the
picturesque alleyways with their arches, the warm and imposing
Cathedral (Duomo), housing some of Tiepolo’s masterpieces,
and Piazza San Giacomo, the dynamic heart of the city.

A walk back through history
isit Udine and immerse yourself in
its rich and colourful past. Why not
follow an interesting itinerary that
starts at Porta Aquileia, with its characteristic
Ghibelline crenellations, then passes
the Chiesa della Beata Vergine del Carmine,
a church dating back to the 16th century,
whose original beauty has been added with
various treasures over the years. History can
be breathed in, not only in the religious
buildings, but also by simply walking down
Via Aquileia, Via Vittorio Veneto, Via Manin
and Via Mercatovecchio, and through Piazza
Duomo, Piazza San Giacomo and Piazza
Libertà, also known as “the most beautiful
Venetian square on the mainland”, overlooked
by the Loggia del Lionello (1448), a
splendid example of Venetian
Gothic architecture, the
Loggiato di San
Giovanni and the
Clock Tower, a
16th century
structure
by Giovanni
da Udine,
a pupil of

V

4

Raphael. However, the heart of the city is the
castle, built at the end of the 16th century and
currently home to Udine’s Civici Musei e
Gallerie di Storia ed Arte di Udine (Civic
Museums and Galleries of History and Art),
with prestigious museum collections and
interiors embellished with frescoes by
Pomponio Amalteo, Grassi, Francesco Floreani
and Giambattista Tiepolo. Having crossed Via
Mercatovecchio, rich in interesting historical
buildings, you come to the real beating heart
of the city: Piazza Matteotti, also known as
Piazza San Giacomo or Piazza delle Erbe,
one of the busiest places in the city and home
to the fountain by Giovanni da Udine (1543).
The square also hosts a picturesque antiques
market on the first Sunday of every month.
From Piazzetta Lionello, home to the Town
Hall designed by the Friulian architect
Raimondo D’Aronco, you move on to Piazza
del Duomo, with the majestic religious
building dedicated to Saint Mary. The Cathedral
houses sculptures by Torretti, Bernardino
da Bissone and Daniele Antonini, as well
as beautiful frescoes by important artists
such as Vitale da Bologna, Pomponio Amalteo
and the aforementioned Giambattista Tiepolo.
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Cividale
del Friuli
Julius Caesar’s
Forum Iulii is
home to countless
artistic treasures.
Capital of the first
Lombard duchy
in Italy, it is
the location
of the National
Archaeology
Museum, the
Devil’s Bridge
and the Lombard
Temple, one of the
most mysterious
monuments of the
High Middle Ages.

Lombard
character
ividale del Friuli, founded in 53 B.C.
by Caesar with the name of Forum
Iulli, from which Friuli takes its name,
is home to some extremely interesting
historical monuments. Over the centuries,
its position has made it a meeting place
for various cultures, from the Roman culture
to the Lombard culture and the Patriarchy
of Aquileia, which contributed to making
it one of the artistic treasures of the Friuli
Venezia Giulia Region. Its numerous
attractions include the Cathedral, to which
two important collections are annexed:
the Treasury and the Christian Museum.
The Palazzo dei Provveditori, which hosts
the National Archaeology Museum, also
overlooks the same
square.
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Cividale is famous for its Oratorio di Santa
Maria in Valle, better known as the Lombard
Temple, with its beautiful 8th century stucco
decorations. It is one of the most mysterious
monuments of the High Middle Ages.
Nearby is the symbol of the town:
the famous Devil’s Bridge. Legend has it
that this bridge was built in a single night
by the devil himself. In exchange, he asked
the city for the soul of the first inhabitant
of Cividale to cross the bridge. The crafty
townsfolk pushed a cat onto the bridge,
and the beaten devil could do nothing but
make his exit. The Celtic Hypogeum, which
was probably a Roman prison, is another
unmissable site. It comprises an interesting
complex of artificial caves
and underground areas.

Codroipo

t just twenty kilometres from Udine,
you find the wonderful Villa Manin
in Passariano, a grandiose and
harmonious complex built by the powerful
Manin family, between the 17th and 18th
centuries. The building is one of the most
prestigious residences in the Friuli Venezia
Giulia Region and can, without a doubt,
be considered as the greatest example
of a Veneto-style villa in the region.
This architectural jewel was home to
the last Doge of Venice, Ludovico Manin.
It then went on to become the base
of Napoleon Bonaparte, who stayed there
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for around two months. In fact, it was here
that the Treaty of Campo Formio was signed
between France and Austria. Moreover,
during the First World War, the Austrian
and German emperors met here. The villa
gardens are beautiful, rich in rare botanical
species and full of charming, picturesque
corners: small lakes, hills and mythological
sculptural groups. Today the villa hosts
major international exhibitions, organised
by the Contemporary Art Centre, as well
as other events of great interest.
For further information:
www.villamanincontemporanea.it

Highlights

Venetian
Splendour

Other attractions
Other prestigious villas in and around
Udine include the Villa Ottelio in
Ariis, the only remaining evidence
of the ancient fourteenth century
castle of Savorgnan, and the Strassoldo
hamlet, where two ancient “water
castles” became stately homes
in the 18th century.

The beautiful Villa Manin was home to the last Doge of Venice, provided
Napoleon Bonaparte with a place to stay and was the meeting place
of the Emperors of Austria and Germany. Moreover, this palace-like
villa boasts beautiful gardens packed with rare plants.
6
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San Daniele del Friuli
Endless views over gently rolling hills, an ancient library
with priceless illuminated manuscripts and the most beautiful
Renaissance fresco cycle in the region. These are just some
of the treasures found in the home town of San Daniele ham.
tanding on a hill, San Daniele del Friuli is a town of great beauty. It boasts endless
views over the surrounding moraine slopes of the Friuli hills. The town is
considered to be one of the greatest treasures in Friuli Venezia Giulia Region
and is internationally famous for its unrivalled ham, the fruit of an age-old tradition
and unique microclimate. Every year, in June, the welcoming old town, with its ancient
stately palazzos, hosts the “Aria di Festa” festival in honour of this
product, while the various ham factories throw open their doors.
San Daniele is also home to one of the most prestigious
libraries in Italy, which is also the oldest library in
the region: the fifteenth century Guarneriana Library,
which conserves priceless illuminated manuscripts studied
by scholars from all over the world. Don’t miss a visit to
the 18th-century Cathedral and the Church of Sant’Antonio
Abate, which houses the most beautiful Renaissance fresco
cycle in Friuli Venezia Giulia Region. This cycle is the work
of Pellegrino da San Daniele and earned the church the title
of the “Little Sistine Chapel of Friuli”.
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Impregnable
fortress

Palmanova

Highlights
Historical re-enactment
Over two hundred reenactors in 17th-century
costume fill the square
on the second weekend
in July, as part of the
historical re-enactment
that commemorates the
first time the standard of
the Venetian Republic was
raised above the fortress.

The “Turk-proof”
city. With its nine
points, Palmanova
is a masterpiece
of Friulian military
architecture.

8

almanova is a fortified town
designed to defend the regional
borders against the threat of the
Turks. Its unique layout takes on the
form of a perfectly symmetrical star
with nine points and a central square,
from which six radial streets depart.
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The old town can be accessed through
three Monumental Gates: Porta Aquileia,
Porta Udine and Porta Cividale, whilst
all the roads lead to the Piazza Grande,
the ancient parade ground.
The piazza is in the shape of a perfect
hexagon, overlooked by elegant and
important buildings. These include
the Cathedral, which, built in the early
17th century and completed midway
through the same century, hosts some
particularly prestigious works of art,
including a small wooden Madonna
attributed to Domenico da Tolmezzo.
It is also overlooked by the Civic History
Museum, which houses weapons, relics
and documents illustrating the history
of the city, from its foundation
to the Second World War.

Attractions
to savour
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Castles
and Fortresses
A myriad of castles, towers and fortified palazzos enhance the whole region.
Concentrated primarily on the hilltops, they made it possible to spot
the arrival of enemies. Now, however, they protect enchanted hamlets
and timeless spots, boasting endless views.
ften constructed for defensive
purposes, to cope with the incursions
of the peoples who crossed through
these lands over the centuries, Friuli’s
castles have lost their warlike aspect over
the years, becoming elegant stately homes.
There are currently over two hundred castles,
towers and fortified palazzos in the region.
The region’s hills are home to the greatest
number of castles. It is here, in the gentle
setting of the Western Hills, that you find
the Castle of Colloredo di Monte Albano,
home to Ippolito Nievo for a certain time.
The unmistakable clock tower overlooks a
road that winds up and down and was built
in the 16th century for aesthetic reasons only.
While exploring this area, you will gradually
discover other treasures, positioned on the
hilltops for obvious defensive reasons. The
Castle of Villalta is, without doubt, one of the
most beautiful castles in the region, while

O
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the castles of Ragogna and Rive d’Arcano
are magically preserved in timeless spots.
The area is also home to the wonderful
castles of Cassacco, Susans and
Fontanabona, which takes its name from
the water spring that rises in the central
square of the small rural hamlet.
The castle hamlet of Zegliacco is also well
worth a visit as well as the ancient hamlet
of Buja which hosts the remains of the walls
and lookout towers of a castle destroyed
by the 1511 earthquake. You should
also take the time to visit the
Osoppo Fortress, a national monument
since 1923. The area of the eastern
hills is home to the castles of Faedis
and Attimis, as well as the Rocca
Bernarda, a mediaeval
castle - originally a country
residence - standing in an
exclusive country setting.

he name Corno di Rosazzo could derive from the horn-shaped hill on which it stands, or the large quantity
of cornel trees which once grew in the area. In Roman times, the village, located at the mouth of the torrent
Corno valley, was crossed by the road that linked the Roman city of Aquileia to the land of Pannonia.
The village of Corno, whose history coincides for a long period with the history of Cividale, was not left unscathed
by the Barbarian invasions. In 1135, the land, which belonged to the Patriarchy, was donated to the Rosazzo Abbey,
a fascinating building with a beautiful 16th-century cloister.
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An ancient abbey where intense pages of history unfold. An overview of beautiful
sites brought to life by centuries of religious fervour: beginning with the sanctuary
set in the mediaeval hamlet of Castelmonte, then climbing up to the plain
of Mortegliano, home to the tallest bell tower in Italy.

Holy buildings
he Friuli area is home to a myriad
of churches and holy buildings
of considerable interest.
The beautiful mediaeval hamlet
of Castelmonte, in Prepotto, is home
to the famous Marian sanctuary,
while a little further south, in Varmo,
you find the parish church that houses
the priceless main altarpiece by
Giovanni Antonio de Sacchis, known
as Il Pordenone. A visit to the church
of Sant’Andrea in Griis is a must.
This is the only church in Friuli
to be frescoed throughout internally.
You should also take the
time to visit the church of
San Michele in Cervignano,
decorated by various artists
in the 18th century. The
Cathedral of Latisana
houses the precious
altarpiece of the Baptism
of Christ by Paolo
Veronese. Lastly,
Mortegliano is the site
of a real masterpiece of
engineering: the tallest
bell tower in Italy
(113 metres).

T
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Golden, fine sandy
beaches awarded
the Blue Flag, a
long seafront with
plenty of facilities
and entertainment
for all ages: cycle
paths, zoological
gardens, horse
riding and golf
courses. And just
a short distance
away, the Marano
Lagoon, a unique
ecosystem home
to typical reed
huts (casoni)
and beautiful
birds.
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ignano Sabbiadoro, since its birth
in the 1930s, has always been ahead
of the field in terms of services and
infrastructures, making its eight-kilometre
golden beach one of the most beautiful
spots in the upper Adriatic.
Life on the fine sandy beach is truly
unforgettable thanks to its clean,
safe waters, where you can swim, go out
in pedal boats, go on boat trips or play
water sports from dawn to dusk.
In addition to its beach, Lignano offers

L

countless other holiday opportunities,
including quiet public parks which offer
entertainment for all ages: the Punta Verde
Zoological Gardens - which host animals
and plants from all over the world -,
six amusement parks, cycle paths, horse
riding, golf courses, five thousand boat
moorings in the various harbours, and
much more besides… It is also important
to remember that Lignano is awarded the
Blue Flag every year thanks to its excellent
environmental protection.

The Seafront
he Lignano area is home to a unique
ecosystem: the Marano Lagoon,
with the Valle Canal Novo and Foci
dello Stella nature reserves. These wetlands
provide a habitat for some of the most
beautiful bird species in the Adriatic.
The only evidence of man in these wild,
uncontaminated spots, can be seen
in constructions such as the reed huts
(casoni), whose origins date back to
the dawn of time. Thanks to its beautiful
footpaths and waterways, the area is easily
accessible. Marano Lagunare is an
interesting town, whose economy is almost
entirely founded on fishing. Don’t miss
the arrival of the fishing boats, full of the
riches of the sea.
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The Natisone, Torre and Cornappo Valleys: enchanted
spots, concealing ancient caves used as sanctuaries,
such as that of Giovanni d’Antro, and other caves open
to visitors, such as the Villanova caves. Paths, perfect
for trekking and mountain biking, lead into the hills,
where the storks nest…
o the north-east of Udine lies an area of great natural interest: the magical Natisone Valleys, home to picturesque
towns and villages - where visitors can breath in the Slavic influence - and abundant and varied countryside,
ideal for day trips and picnics, walks (there are numerous marked paths leading to Mount Matajur and Mount Mia,
for example) and sports such as mountain biking and trekking. These areas conceal treasures where the boundaries
between nature and religion, legend and history, fade away. They include the ancient Cave of San Giovanni d’Antro, with
the Chapel of San Giovanni Battista, in the municipality of Pulfero. If you are searching for uncontaminated landscapes,
you should also visit the Cornappo Valleys, rich in waters that create wonderful waterfalls, including the Rio Bončič,
on the Campo di Bonis plain. The Torre Valleys are also well worth a visit. They meet at Tarcento, surrounded by green
hills at the feet of the Julian Prealps and enhanced by elegant homes situated along the river Torre. And why not visit
the Villanova caves, which are easily accessible thanks to a well built and well lit path.

T

Other oases
agagna is home to the Cjastenar Hill park, with its numerous footpaths,
and the Quadris Oasis, a beautiful wetland zone with meadows and wells
used in the past for the extraction of peat and clay. Here you find the
White Stork reintroduction centre, with around one hundred birds nesting on
the roofs of the nearby houses. The Risorgive Park, near Codroipo, is characterised
by its unusual springs: the water comes out of the ground at a constant average
temperature all year round.
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Is everyone seated?
pon arriving in Manzano, even those of you who are unaware of the main
manufacturing activity of this area will no longer be in doubt. In fact, you will
be welcomed by a twenty-metre high chair - the tallest in Italy. The original nucleus
of the so-called “Chair triangle” was comprised of the municipalities of Manzano, Corno
di Rosazzo and San Giovanni al Natisone. Semi-industrial chair production began here
in the early 19th century. In 1999, this zone officially became the Industrial
Chair District and currently comprises eleven municipalities. The area,
which covers around 100 km2, is home to over eight hundred highly
specialised and technologically advanced companies, employing around
ten thousand people. Every year, Promosedia - International Chair
Exhibition is held in Udine in September. This international
exhibition (involving around seventy different countries) is unique
and attracts large numbers of visitors from the chair trade.

hey fly through the skies of the region, with incomparable acrobatic
manoeuvres. In fact, the popular Frecce Tricolori, the Italian Air Force
Acrobatic Team, take off from Rivolto airport, just a few kilometres
from Udine, and provide entertainment for the whole world.
This Team has become a symbol of nobility, technology, humanity,
culture and patriotism, carrying the Italian flag worldwide.
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A tradition dating back to the early 19th century. A skill that is now promoted
in the Industrial Chair District, embracing eleven towns, and that gives rise
to an event involving seventy countries in September: Promosedia International Chair Exhibition.
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Above the skies
of Friuli
Carrying the flag for Italy, their acrobatics keep
everyone’s eyes fixed on the skies. The popular
Frecce Tricolori are based in Friuli, in Rivolto,
just a few kilometres from Udine.
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Easy to reach, hard to forget
TURISMO FRIULI VENEZIA GIULIA
Piazza Manin, 10 loc. Passariano
33033 Codroipo (Ud) - Italy
tel. +39 0432 815111
fax +39 0432 815199
info@turismo.fvg.it

TEL. 0039 0432 734100
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